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SECRET MANAMA 0687 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS : PINS, PINT, BA 

SUBJECT : BAHRAIN SECURITY DECREE 

REFERENCE : MANAMA 0661 

1. NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ASSEMBLY WAS SCHEDULED TO HOLD REGULAR WEEKLY 
SESSION JUNE 15 AFTER A WEEK OF INTENSE CABINET CONSULATION 
AND LOBBYING OF ELECTED DEPUTIES ON SECURITY DECREE ISSUE. 

PREVAILING SPECULATION WAS THAT GOVERNMENT FELT IT HAD OBTAINED 
SUFFICIENT SUPPORT FROM MODERATE AND CONSERVATIVE ELEMENTS TO 
SEEK "SECRET SESSION" ON SECURITY DECREE IN WHICH IT WOULD 
PRESS MOTION TO DELAY FURTHER ASSEMBLY ACTION ON DECREE UNTIL 
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PREPARED TO AMEND SUBSTANCE OF DECREE DURING SUMMER PART,! AMENT ARY 
RECESS TO MEET SOME OF THE DEPUTIES OBJECTION ON CIVIL 
LIBERIIES GROUNDS TO ITS LOOSE DEFINITION OF SECURITY OFFENSES. 

2. PRIOR TO SCHEDULED ASSEMBLY MEETING, CABINET HELD EMERGENCY 
SESSION JUNE 15. APPARENTLY GOVERNMENT REASSESSED ITS 
PARLIAMENTARY SITUATION AND DECIDED TO CONTINUE BOYCOTT OF 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. MID-MORNING MINISTRY OF INFORMATION ISSUED 
PUBLIC STATEMENT EXPLAINING GOVERNMENT POSITION. ACCORDING TO 
STATEMENT, GOVERNMENT HAD ORIGINALLY ISSUED DECREE TO BE 
RESPONSIVE TO WISHES OF ASSEMBLY MEMBERS TO AMEND LESS LIBERAL 
1965 DECREE. WHEN NEW DECREE WAS LAID BEFORE ASSEMBLY IT 
APPEARED SOME MEMBERS STILL OBJECTED TO SOME OF ITS PROVISIONS. 
THEREFORE, GOVERNMENT HAS SOUGHT DELIBERATE ASSEMBLY STUDY AND 
CONSULTATIONS WITH GOVERNMENT ON ISSUES IN QUESTION. ON BASIS 
CONSULTATIONS, GOVERNMENT CONVINCED DECREE REQUIRES FURTHER 
STUDY AND THAT IT IS SENSITIVE MATTER WHICH CAN ONLY AT THIS 
STAGE BE DISCUSSED IN ASSEMBLY IN SECRET SESSION. ACCORDING 

TO GEVERNMENT STATEMENT, WHEN ELECTED DEPUTIES JUNE 8 REFUSED 
TO AGREE TO SECRET SESSION DISCUSSION, GOVERNMENT HAD NO 
ALTERNATIVE BUT TO REFUSE TO ATTEND ASSEMBLY MEETING. AGAIN 
JUNE 15, IN ABSENCE ASSEMBLY'S AGREEMENT TO HOLD SESSION IN 
SECRET, GOVERNMENT FORCED TO REFRAIN FROM ATTENDING MEETING. 

3. MANAMA WAS CALM MORNING JUNE 15 WITH BUSINESS AS USUAL 
ATMOSPHERE BUT PATROLLING BY TRUCKLOADS OF RIOT POLICE WAS 
EVIDENT. 

4. IT IS NOT Cl F AR TO US WHAT GOVERNMENT INTENDS TO DO NOW. 

PRIME MINISTER IS STILL AWAY IN LONDON. BEST GUESS TWO WEEKS 
AGO WAS THAT NEXT SCHEDULED ASSEMBLY MEETING, JUNE 22, WOULD 
BE LAST SUBSTANTIVE MEETING BEFORE SUMMER RECESS. IT NOW 
LOOKS AS IF ELECTED DEPUTIES WILL SEEK TO PROLONG THIS 
PARLIAMENTARY SEASON INTO JULY TO FORCE GOVERNMENT TO DEAL 
WITH WHAT LOCAL PRESS IS DESCRIBING AS "CONSTITUTIONAL CRISIS". 
PRESUMABLY CABINET S ARM-TWISTING OF MODERATE AND CONSERVATIVE 
ELECTED DEPUTIES WILL CONTINUE FOR ANOTHER WEEK. 
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